
                 7th Sunday of Easter                               May 24, 2020   

 

St. Francis Borgia  
Roman Catholic Church 

       

Parish Mission Statement 
As the Parish families of St. Francis Borgia of Blair, Nebraska, we are a faith community united in Christ by a common bond 
to the Roman Catholic Church.  Our words and actions are a reflection of Christ’s presence among us.  We manifest God’s work 
through our active participation in spiritual, educational, liturgical and service acts directed at bringing Christ to all. 
John 15:  Jesus says “love one another as I  have loved you.” 

 

Parish Information 
Administrator:  Rev. Damien Wee 
       Email:  father.damien@stfrancisborgia.org 
        

Deacon:  Jeff Zurek 
       Email:  jzurek5@gmail.com 
 

Office Manager:  Kelly Petersen 
       Email:  office@stfrancisborgia.org 

Director of Religious Ed:  Sinead Chaffee 
       Email:  sinead.pre@outlook.com 

Sacramental Ministries:  Yeny Martinez 
       Email:  yeny.martinez@stfrancisborgia.org 

Maintenance Manager:  Scott Breitkreutz 
 

Youth Ministry:  Deacon Jeff & Darla Zurek 
       Email:  jzurek5@gmail.com 

Sunday School:  Shawna Adams 
 

Address:  2005 Davis Drive, Blair, NE  68008 

Phone:  402.426.3823     

Web:  www.stfrancisborgia.org 

Email:  office@stfrancisborgia.org 
 

Office Hours:  M-F  8:30 a.m.-Noon 
 

Sacramental Emergencies Only:  Please call 
the Parish Office and press “2” 
 

Mass Schedule 
Tuesday-Thursday at 8:00 a.m. 

Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

Saturday at 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday at 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

  (10 a.m. Mass livestreamed) 

Confessions: Thursdays 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
  (temporarily moved to the Education Building) 

 



Malaki Casey 
Betty Martin 

Mary Beckman 
LaVon Kettler  

Lillie Flynn 
David Shumaker 
Chris Stevens-Gill 
Megan Sorensen 

Sharon Allen 
Amy Murray 

Viola Michrina 
Gavin McCoy 

Mike Kult 
Angela Howard 

Mary Nelson 
Sherry McBride 

G. & F. Marek family 
Troy McCandless 
Mary Ann Wenzl 

Eric Sorensen 
Mike Hoefler 
Grace Sorsoli 

Helen Herman 
Vince Kavanaugh  

Jason Smith 
Judy Quest  
Kevin Mann 

Nathan Kocmik 
Sherry Pruss 

Mary C Beckman 
Jerry Wilke 

Barbara Rican 
Luke Kollars 
Phil Thomas 

Gordon C Gladdon 
Andrea Dickerson 
Shitra Mickerjee 
Jack Comstock 

Kasey Comstock 
Kevin Clarke 

If there are any 
additions to, or 

removals from the 
prayer chain, please 

call Jane 
Gramke Stevens 
402.278.2652 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

1. PREPARATION FOR PENTECOST 
Thank you to all who have joined us on our Facebook page for the start of the 
Novena to the Holy Spirit! If you have not yet joined us, I would like to invite you to 
participate in the remainder of this Novena. We are meeting LIVE at 7:00 p.m. on 
our Facebook page until Saturday, May 30 (1:00 p.m. on this last day). We hope 
that by praying the Novena to the Holy Spirit together, we will grow closer together 
as one parish, as we await the coming of the Holy Spirt at Pentecost!  
 

2. SACRAMENTS  
Throughout our Archdiocese, one of the many things affected by COVID-19 has been the celebration 
of the Sacraments of First Holy Communion, Confirmation, and bringing RCIA Catechumens and 
Candidates into Full Communion with the Catholic Church. In discussions with our Director of Religious 
Education, Sinead Chaffee, and others, we have decided to reschedule all the sacraments. Letters have 
been sent out to families of those receiving the Sacraments of First Holy Communion and Confirmation. 
 

Full Communion with the Catholic Church  
Archbishop Lucas has recommended that parishes make use of the Vigil of Pentecost (Saturday, 
May 30) to welcome Catechumens and Candidates into Full Communion with the Church. We are 
delighted and excited that we will be able to finally welcome Keith Green into the Church! He 
has been patiently waiting to join the Catholic Church. Please keep him in your prayers. I would 
also like to invite you to join us at this Mass as we celebrate as a parish.  
 

First Holy Communion is now scheduled for Sunday, August 9 at the 10:00 a.m. Mass.  
 

Confirmation is now scheduled for Saturday, August 29, at the 5:00 p.m. Mass. Because many 
other Confirmations around the Archdiocese were also affected, Archbishops Curtiss will not be 
able to come to our parish this year. As such, Archbishop Lucas has delegated pastors and admin-
istrators to be the ones to preside at the Confirmation Mass.  
 

 

3. MEMORIAL DAY 
Due to COVID-19, the Archdiocese has recommended that Memorial Day Masses should not be 
celebrated at cemeteries this year. As a result, tomorrow (Monday), May 25, we will be celebrating a 
Memorial Day Mass at 8:00 a.m. at our parish. We hope that you will be able to join us as we pray for 
those who have served our country, especially all who paid the ultimate price of giving their lives for 
our country, our freedoms and religious liberty. 
 

4. EMAIL ADDRESSES AND OTHER INFORMATION 
During this time of the pandemic, we have been postal mailing bulletins, prayers and other important 
information to parishioners who do not have email addresses. While we are happy sending out the in-
formation by postal mail, we would rather send the important information through email so that we can 
save on postage. We promise that we do not sell your information to any third parties, put you on any 
external mailing list, or send your email address to a prince in Nigeria who wants to give you $10,000. 
Also, when we send an email out to all parishioners, your email will not be shown to others. Please send 
us your email address and help us save on the cost of postage.   
 

5. PERSONAL 
On May 20th, I celebrated my first anniversary of being with you at St. Francis Borgia! I feel incredibly 
blessed to be here and want to thank you for all you have done to welcome me and make me part of 
our St. Francis Borgia family. Thank you especially for your prayers and support. Know that you are all in 
my daily prayers.  
 

To Jesus through Mary, 

Father Damien 

Sacrificial Giving 
Thank you for your continued financial support of our parish of St. Francis Borgia. We appreciate your generosity, especially in this 
difficult time. Your sacrificial giving helps us to be able to continue to pay our monthly bills, and supports the mission of Jesus Christ 
and His Church here in Blair. You can mail your donation to the Parish Office or donate online. If you would like to donate online, 

you can do it easily and safely with a credit card through our parish website at:  stfrancisborgia.org 



 

Priesthood Ordinations for our Archdiocese usually take place on the First Saturday of June. Due to COVID-19, the Archdiocese is 
uncertain as to whether the event will take place. At the time of publication of our bulletin, they are planning on it. Please pray for 
our Transitional Deacons who are to be ordained priests on Saturday, June 6, 10:00 a.m.  
 

Deacon Mauricio Tovar 
Theology IV 
Assumption Seminary, San Antonio, TX 
 

My name is Mauricio Tovar Quintanilla and I am originally from Santa Cruz de Juventino Rosas, 
Guanajuato, Mexico, where I lived most of my life until coming to the United States at the age of 
17. Currently I am a citizen of the United States. I graduated from Conception Seminary College 
in December 2015. 
 
I belong to Divine Mercy Parish in Schuyler, Nebraska. This parish is very active because they 
have two beautiful churches: St. Augustine and St. Mary that make a community united in faith. 
Apart from being a member of the parish, I also served as secretary of the Hispanic ministry. In 

a city where over 60% of people are Hispanic, there is a great need for evangelization. 
 
My call to the priesthood began when I was 15. God has been preparing me to say “Yes” to do His will and not mine. The last 
two years I have spent in discernment and pastoral work in the parish of Divine Mercy. Every day I thank God for this wonder-
ful opportunity to put into practice and action His Holy Gospel, and for showing me the right and clear way of my vocation. 
 
In my spare time I enjoy reading and watching movies about the Super Saints of our Catholic Church, playing guitar, spending 
time with my friends and talking to my parents and siblings who live in Mexico. 
 
Dear men of God, if our Lord Jesus is calling you to discern the priesthood, you just have to say “Yes” and open the door of 
your heart for His greater glory. Seek the help and guidance of your pastor and always know that you can talk to the vocation 
director of our archdiocese. 
 

Deacon Zachary Tucker 
Theology IV 
North American College, Rome 
 
I was born in Minnesota, but I have called Omaha and Christ the King parish home for the vast 
majority of my life. 
 
I discerned my call to enter the seminary and begin studying for the Archdiocese of Omaha 
during my time as a missionary with FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students). After 
working with FOCUS for two years, I applied and entered seminary to study for my home 
diocese here in Omaha. I did my Pre-Theology studies at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis, 
and upon completing my philosophy requirements there, I was sent to the Pontifical North 

American College in Rome for my theology studies. 
 
My time in seminary has been marked with much peace and joy. There are many uncertainties in life but staying close to the 
Lord has become my rock and refuge. Alongside an ever-deepening relationship with Christ, my friendships with the brothers 
consistently fill me with hope for the Church. They are good men who deeply desire to serve Christ and His Body, the Church. 
 
In my spare time, my hobbies include playing and watching a variety of sports, photography, good books and good coffee 
shops, and music in all forms. Studying in Rome has also given me the great gift of living close to the rich historical sites of our 
faith, which I love to visit. 
 
Looking forward to my diaconate and priestly ordinations, I am excited to begin the work of ministering to the people of God 
in the Archdiocese of Omaha and to continue to walk along this life long journey of faith with each of you. 

 

 

http://assumptionseminary.org/
https://pnac.org/


 

Congratulations to all our seniors who received scholarships 
from our Parish and from our Knights of Columbus! Gradu-
ates, as you begin a new chapter in your life, may you allow 

God to lead and guide you to the amazing and beautiful 
plans that He has for each of you! Stay close to Him, follow 

Him, and you will never be disappointed!  
 

St. Francis Borgia Scholarship winners 
Emma Thoene 

Katie Frazer 
Ava Rech 

 

Knights of Columbus Scholarship winners 
Emma Thoene 

Katie Frazer 
*Makenna Dirkschneider 

 

*Our apologies to the Dirkschneider family for the accidental 
omission of Makenna’s name in last weekend’s bulletin. 

Totus Tuus cancelled 
 

Unfortunately, Totus Tuus will not be offered at St. 
Francis Borgia this summer.  We received the following 
information from our Totus Tuus contact:  We are com-
mitted to the health and safety of our missionaries and 
the experience we hope to provide for parishes. Given 
the nature of Totus Tuus and the many interactions the 
teams have with individuals and families within your 
parish, we have determined that it is most prudent to 
discontinue plans for Totus Tuus this summer. 

Monday, May 25 NO MASS 

Tuesday, May 26 
Eli Keenan † 

 
8:00 a.m. Mass 

Wednesday, May 27 
Arlene Dostal † 

 
8:00 a.m. Mass 

Thursday, May 28 
Fr. Matthew Shelton † 

 
8:00 a.m. Mass 

Friday, May 29 
Valentina Fernandez 

 
7:00 a.m. Mass 

Saturday, May 30 
Veronica Tan 

 
5:00 p.m. Mass  

Sunday, May 31 
  Pentecost 
Parishioners of  St. Francis Borgia 
Roger Reising †  

 
 

8:00 a.m. Mass 
10:00 a.m. Mass 

Livestreaming on Facebook at facebook.com/stfrancisborgiablair/ 

St. Francis Borgia Golf Tournament 
 

This year marks St. Francis 
Borgia’s 12th Annual Golf 

Tournament, which will be 
held on Monday, August 10. 

 

Lunch at 11:30 a.m. 
Tee-off at 12:30 p.m. 

 

Registration forms can be 
found in the pamphlet rack in 

the Church entrance. 
 

Fun in the sun while raising money for our youth 
group… a win win!!! 

 

Memorial Day Mass 
 

Memorial Day Mass will be celebrated 
on Monday, May 25 at 8:00 a.m. 

Mass will be celebrated at the church.  
 

God our creator and sustainer, 
today our country brings to our memory 
those who have defended this nation in times of trouble. 
 

They have sacrificed their lives to protect our shores 
from those who would limit our freedoms 
or enslave us to ways that are against your will. 
Bring all those who have died in service to our country 
into your heavenly presence. 
 

We humbly call down your blessing on those still serving; 
grant your heavenly protection to these men and women, 
and open your Sacred Heart to give them peace and comfort. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Sacrament News 
We have rescheduled our Sacraments that were postponed 

due to COVID-19.  Our new dates are as follows: 
 

First Communion: Sunday, August 9th at 10:00 am Mass 
 

Confirmation: Saturday, August 29th at 5:00 pm Mass 
 

Please keep our 2nd and 8th graders in your prayers as they 
get one step closer to receiving their Sacraments. 


