
        5th Sunday in Ordinary Time                       February 9, 2020   

 

St. Francis Borgia  
Roman Catholic Church 

       

Parish Mission Statement 
As the Parish families of St. Francis Borgia of Blair, Nebraska, we are a faith community united in Christ by a common bond 
to the Roman Catholic Church.  Our words and actions are a reflection of Christ’s presence among us.  We manifest God’s work 
through our active participation in spiritual, educational, liturgical and service acts directed at bringing Christ to all. 
John 15:  Jesus says “love one another as I  have loved you.” 

 

Parish Information 
 

Administrator:  Rev. Damien Wee 
       Email:  father.damien@stfrancisborgia.org 
        

Deacon:  Jeff Zurek 
       Email:  jzurek5@gmail.com 
 

Office Manager:  Kelly Petersen 
       Email:  office@stfrancisborgia.org 

Director of Religious Ed:  Sinead Chaffee 
       Email:  sinead.pre@outlook.com 

Sacramental Ministries:  Yeny Martinez 
       Email:  yeny.martinez@stfrancisborgia.org 

Maintenance Manager:  Scott Breitkreutz 
 

Youth Ministry:  Deacon Jeff & Darla Zurek 
       Email:  jzurek5@gmail.com 

Sunday School:  Shawna Adams 
 

Address:  2005 Davis Drive, Blair, NE  68008 

Phone:  402.426.3823     

Web:  www.stfrancisborgia.org 

Email:  office@stfrancisborgia.org 
 

Office Hours:  M-F  8:30 a.m.-Noon 
 

Sacramental Emergencies Only:  Please call 
the Parish Office and press “2” 
 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday at 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday at 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

Monday-Thursday at 8:00 a.m. 

Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

First Saturday at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

“Everyone 
of us needs 
half an hour 
of prayer 
each day, 

except when we are 
busy – then we need 
an hour.” -- St. Francis de Sales 

 

“As blood is 
to the body, 
prayer is to 
the soul.” 
-- St. Mother Teresa  

 

 



David Shumaker 
Chris Stevens-Gill 
Megan Sorensen 

Sharon Allen 
Amy Murray 

Viola Michrina 
Gavin McCoy 

Mike Kult 
Angela Howard 

Clair Kneifl 
Mary Nelson 

Sherry McBride 
G. & F. Marek family 

Troy McCandless 
Mary Ann Wenzl 
Helan Johnson 
Eric Sorensen 
Mike Hoefler 
Grace Sorsoli 

Helen Herman 
Vince Kavanaugh  

Jason Smith 
Judy Quest  
Kevin Mann 

Nathan Kocmik 
Sherry Pruss 

Mary C Beckman 
Jerry Wilke 

Barbara Rican 
Luke Kollars 
Phil Thomas 

Gordon C Gladdon 
Andrea Dickerson 
Shitra Mickerjee 
Jack Comstock 

Kasey Comstock 
Kevin Clarke 

If there are any 
additions to, or 

removals from the 
prayer chain, please 

call Jane 
Gramke Stevens 
402.278.2652 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
1. CLERGY CONFERENCE 
Thank you for your prayers for Archbishop Lucas and all our priests during our 
Clergy Conference in Schuyler this past week. Roughly 100 priests were present. 
One of the main topics was the upcoming elections. Tom Venzor, Executive Direc-
tor, and Lauren Gracia, Communications and Outreach Specialist, of the Nebraska 
Catholic Conference, presented information on the dos and don’ts for us as priests 
for this election year as a Catholic Church. Having been a priest for 15 years, nothing was a surprise. 
However, it was good to have a refresher.  
 
2. SIX WEEK SERIES ON PRAYER 
Praying about how to grow closer to Jesus this upcoming Lent? How about coming to a six-week series 
on prayer?  
 
How often do you pray? Do you know how to pray? It doesn’t matter where you are in your spiritual 
journey. For six Monday nights, starting on February 24 to March 30, I will be offering a six-week series 
on prayer. Come and learn how to pray or come for a refresher on prayer. From 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
each Monday, we will discuss what is prayer, learn about prayer, and experience together different 
forms of prayer. We will meet in the Social Hall. If you are interested, please call the Parish Office so 
that we know how many people to expect for handouts, refreshments, etc. All are welcome! 
 
3. FISH FRY 
Thank you to Tom and Jackie Muff for agreeing to be in charge of this year’s Fish Fry! Sign-up sheets 
are now available in the Commons Area. Please sign up to help out. This year, the Fish Fry will last for 
all six Fridays of Lent before Holy Week. Come and help build community. 
 
As we live out this coming week, may we not be afraid to allow Christ’s Light to shine through each of 
us, supported by the power of daily prayer.  
 
To Jesus through Mary, 

Father Damien 

PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORJE (meh-ju-go-ria)  
I would like to personally invite you to join me on a pilgrimage to Medjugorje from November 27 to December 5, 2020. I have be to 
Medjugorje four times. Each time, it has been a powerful and moving experience. Medjugorje has given me a deeper love for Jesus 
and our Mother Mary. It has also positively impacted my priesthood in many ways. The Vatican has given permission for dioceses and 
parishes to organize pilgrimages to Medjugorje. We already have a few parishioners signed up! We will be going with Stella Mar Pil-
grimages. They produced the movies Apparition Hill and Where There Is Darkness. (You might remember the latter movie being pro-
moted in our parish this past summer). The cost is around $2,735 per person, and includes airfare, lodging, breakfasts and lunches. If 
you are interested, please call the Parish Office and speak with Kelly. Also, if you would like to watch the movie Apparition Hill, a pow-
erful movie on Medjugorje, two copies are available for loan from the Parish Office. 

TOO BUSY TO PRAY 
I got up early one morning and rushed right into the day! 
I had so much to accomplish that I didn’t take time to pray. 
Problems just tumbled about me, and heavier came each task. 
“Why doesn’t God help me?” I wondered, He answered, “You didn’t ask!” 
I tried to come into God’s presence; I used all my keys at the lock. 
God gently and lovingly chided, “Why, child, you didn’t knock!” 
I wanted to see joy and beauty, but the day toiled on, gray and bleak. 
I wondered why God didn’t show me. He answered me, “But you didn’t seek.” 
I woke up early this morning, and paused before entering the day. 
I had so much to accomplish, that I had to take time to pray. 

—Author Unknown 



Do you know the power of a Mass Intention? 
 

As Catholics, we have a special responsibility to pray for 
those who have died.  A Mass may be said for anyone 

who is living or deceased, or may be said for the intention 
of anyone you know, in thanksgiving for something, or for 
a birthday or anniversary.  Please call the Parish Office to 

arrange for a Mass intention. 

Spend precious time with Jesus during 
Eucharistic Adoration! 

 

Please call the Parish Office if you are able to spend the 
10:00 - 11:00 a.m. hour with Jesus during Adoration of The 

Blessed Sacrament. 
 
* Eucharistic Adoration is on the 

first Friday of each month * 

 
Consecration to the Immaculate Heart 

of Mary — 
33 Days to Morning Glory 

 
A five week preparation to Consecration to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary beginning Tuesday, February 25 at 7:00 p.m. and 
meeting each week until March 24, 2020, with Consecration 
taking place on March 25, 2020, the Feast of the Annunciation.  
If you have already made a consecration, this is your opportuni-
ty to renew it.  If you have never made a consecration, this is 
your time.  You will need the book 33 Days to Morning Glory by 
Fr. Gaitley.  You can find it on Amazon for kindle new or used 
paperback. 
 

Questions email Rebecca Crotty racrotty222@hotmail.com or 
text 402-237-9892. 
 

It is urgently necessary in these times for the Blessed Virgin to 
have a powerful victory over evil: the triumph of the Immacu-
late Heart, the triumph of grace over sin, of light over dark-
ness, of truth over error, of holiness over corruption, of peace 
over war and violence.  “The triumph of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary is necessary for the salvation of humanity, to show us 
Jesus, the blessed fruit of her womb” (John Paul II: Angelus, 
July 8, 1984) 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for February 
 

We pray that the cries of our migrant brothers and sisters, 
victims of criminal trafficking, may be heard and considered. 

 

Scams (both email and text messages) 
involving church 

 

Please be aware that there have been many recent scams in our 
Archdiocese of people impersonating priests and asking them to 
purchase large amounts of gift cards or to send money orders.  
The email and text messages look realistic, but are in fact 
scams.  Please call the Parish Office immediately and let us know 
if you receive one of these email or text messages supposedly 
from Father Damien or any other priest. 

 

Knights of Columbus news 
 

Monthly meeting Thursday, February 13   All men welcome! 
    6:30 p.m. Social, 7:00 p.m. meeting 
 

Pancake Feed  Sunday, February 16   Everyone welcome! 
    8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

Changes to your contact information 
Please let the Parish Office know of changes (minor ones 
included, please!) to your email address, postal mailing 
address and phone number(s).  Thank you!  We like keep-
ing in touch with you :) 

Last year’s palms 
 

Please return last year’s palms to the 
tote in the Church commons.  Once 

burned, the ashes from these palms will 
be used during Ash Wednesday Masses 

on February 26. 

Grow Closer to Jesus Through Prayer (6 week series) 

Did you know that 
we print over 300 
copies of our 
bulletin each 
weekend at no cost 
to our church? 

 

This blessing is a result of businesses that advertise on 
the back side of our bulletin! Please take a moment to 
look at the back of the bulletin, and support and thank 
these sponsors! 
 

Please call the Parish Office if your group or business 
would like to place an ad, with the added bonus of know-
ing that you are helping us to spread the word of God 
through print! 

 

mailto:racrotty222@hotmail.com


MASS FOR SHUT INS 
First Friday at Crowell Nursing Home - 10:00 a.m.  
Second Friday at Good Shepherd - 10:00 a.m.  
Sunday:  
   Archdiocesan Mass: Channel 6 at 10:30 a.m.  

 

PARISH ROSARY 
Saturday 4:35 p.m. & Sunday 7:35 a.m. & 9:35 a.m. 
First Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
First Friday 7:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Pastoral Care 

 

Reconciliation  
Saturdays: 4:15 - 4:45 p.m. 
Sundays: 9:15 - 9:45 a.m. 
Confessions may also be heard by appointment. 
 

Marriage 
Contact the Parish Office at least 6 months in 
advance. 
 

Baptisms 
Contact the Parish Office at least one month in 
advance to schedule. All parents are expected to 
attend a short Baptism preparation meeting. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 
Please contact the Parish Office. 
 

Holy Orders 
Please contact the Archdiocesan Vocation Director,  
Rev. Andrew Roza, at 402-558-3100. 
 

Hospital Calls 
Please contact the Parish Office. 
 

Funeral Rites 
Please contact the Parish Office. 

Sacraments 

For the Weekend 
Of Feb. 15 & 16 

OUR STEWARDSHIP 

For General Operations   

Budgeted Weekly          $  5,385.00 

Collected February 1/2         $  4,416.69 

Budget YTD     $  172,320.00 

Collected YTD     $  174,555.80 

5:00 P.M. 
SATURDAY 

8:00 A.M. 
SUNDAY 

10:00 A.M. 
SUNDAY 

EMHC  (Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion) 

  * Denotes Distribution of Precious Blood 

Brown  Grabbe 
Ingalsbe* 
E. Thoene* 
McGill* O’Riley* 

Gramke-Stevens 
J. Hall*  G. Hall* 
Kempcke* 
 

Dawson Ortmeier 
Petersen* 
Sheehan* 
Mencke*  Mullen* 

Lectors 

O’Riley Holzer Mencke 

Altar Servers 

S. Castillo 
H. Ferguson 
S. Lager 

M. Tonn 
B. Tonn 
D. Petersen 

E. Bray 
L. Bray 
H. Sorensen 

Rosary Leaders  

Zurek Hall Foley 

Friday, February 14 
Communion Service 

 
7 a.m. 

Saturday, February 15 
Mel & Barb Kennedy † 

 
5 p.m. Mass  

Sunday, February 16 

Pricilla Low † 
Dennis & Valerie Ng 

 
8 a.m. Mass 

10 a.m. Mass 

 

Please note that there will be NO weekday Mass on 
Monday, February 4—Thursday, February 13. 


