
 

                 

         CORPUS CHRISTI SUNDAY                   June 14, 2020   

St. Francis Borgia Catholic Church 
One in Love. One in Service. One in Christ. 

 

 

"I am the living bread that came down from heaven; 
whoever eats this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I will give 
is my flesh for the life of the world."  — Jesus 



Malaki Casey 
Betty Martin 

Mary Beckman 
LaVon Kettler  

Lillie Flynn 
David Shumaker 
Chris Stevens-Gill 
Megan Sorensen 

Sharon Allen 
Amy Murray 

Viola Michrina 
Gavin McCoy 

Mike Kult 
Angela Howard 

Mary Nelson 
Sherry McBride 

G. & F. Marek family 
Troy McCandless 
Mary Ann Wenzl 

Eric Sorensen 
Mike Hoefler 
Grace Sorsoli 

Helen Herman 
Vince Kavanaugh  

Jason Smith 
Judy Quest  
Kevin Mann 

Nathan Kocmik 
Sherry Pruss 

Mary C Beckman 
Jerry Wilke 

Barbara Rican 
Luke Kollars 
Phil Thomas 

Gordon C Gladdon 
Andrea Dickerson 
Shitra Mickerjee 
Jack Comstock 

Kasey Comstock 
Kevin Clarke 

If there are any 
additions to, or 

removals from the 
prayer chain, please 

call Jane 
Gramke Stevens 
402.278.2652 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Happy Solemnity of Corpus Christi! How blessed we are that Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior, our Redeemer and King, gives us His very Self through His Most Holy Eucharist! 
Jesus makes it possible, through the miracle that happens at every single Mass, to re-
ceive His True Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity!! Hopefully, because of the pandemic 
and not being able to come for Holy Mass for a few months, you have all grown in your 
appreciation of the Mass, Eucharistic Adoration and the Most Holy Eucharist! 
 

If you are reading this after the Saturday 5 p.m. Mass or Sunday 8 a.m. Mass, come and join us for 
Sunday’s Corpus Christi Procession. Come at about 10:50 a.m. and wait for us (observing social 
distancing) outside the main entrance of our church.  The Procession gives us an opportunity to witness 
for our love and belief of Jesus, in His Real Presence in His Most Holy Eucharist. We also welcome all 
guests as well. 
 

SUPPORTED BY PRAYERS 
About 15 -16 years ago, when I was a new priest during my first assignment at St. Robert Bellarmine in 
Omaha, I gave someone a holy card that I had printed for my Priesthood Ordination. On one side of the 
card was the picture of a stained-glass window of the Last Supper, on the other side was a prayer for 
priests. I asked this person to please pray for me.  
 

Just a few months ago, this same person, who is one of our parishioners, came up to me and reminded me 
that I had given him that holy card and said that he has been praying for me all these years. I immediately 
thought of all the countless prayers that he had prayed, rising up to Heaven, and felt really moved by his 
dedication and faithfulness to his many prayers to God for this grateful priest. 
 

Little did both of us realize that God would have a plan for us to meet here at St. Francis Borgia after all 
these years! Once in a while, when I meet former parishioners from parishes where I had served before, 
they have also said that their family was still praying for me. This, too, always moves my heart deeply. 
 

Just in case you are wondering, this is the simple prayer that was on the back of the holy card: 
 

O Lord, may You find shelter and rest gently within the heart of Your priest…  
 

Make him, O Lord, a priest according to Your heart: meek, humble, zealous, so that all he 
does will be for Your honor and glory. 
 

Mold him into a man of prayer and labor, insensible to earthly things, and sensible only to 
Your love and to the graces of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Thank you for all your prayers for me. Know that all of you are in my daily prayers. 
 

PRAYING FOR EACH OTHER 
Because we are all one Body in Christ, it is important for us to pray for each other. Do you pray for your 
fellow parishioners? Have you ever made use of the pictorial directory to pray for the families of our par-
ish? There is a great power in praying for others. It is important for us to pray for others.  
 

Here is a suggestion for you: Pick up your Rosary, open our parish pictorial directory, and start praying the 
Rosary for our parish families. With each prayer of Our Father, Hail Mary or a Glory Be, offer it for a differ-
ent family, couple or individual pictured. I think if were all to commit to doing it, we will be stronger in our 
support for one another and grow closer as a parish. 
 

To Jesus through Mary, 

Father Damien 

Sacrificial Giving 
Thank you for your continued financial support of our parish of St. Francis Borgia. We appreciate your generosity, especially in this 
difficult time. Your sacrificial giving helps us to be able to continue to pay our monthly bills, and supports the mission of Jesus Christ 
and His Church here in Blair. You can mail your donation to the Parish Office or donate online. If you would like to donate online, you 
can do it easily and safely with a credit card through our parish website at:  stfrancisborgia.org 

 

“Jesus is Alive!” Series 
 

Have you checked out our new series yet? Parishioners share their experiences of how Jesus has impacted 
or transformed their lives. Check out the introduction and first two testimonies. If you have a testimony 
that you would like to share, please email Father Damien at father.damien@stfrancisborgia.org 



Devotion to the Sacred Heart 
The month of June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart by Holy Mother Church. 

Heart of Jesus, Symbol of Love 
 Article by Sisters of Carmel. (www.sistersofcarmel.com) 

 

The Church, governed and taught by the Holy Ghost, has approved and recommended devotion to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. In our age of religious indifference, when fervor and charity have grown 
cold, Jesus exhibits to the world His Sacred Heart as the symbol of God's infinite love - the symbol of 
His own generous self-sacrificing love for men. Jesus shows His Divine Heart as a furnace whose burn-
ing rays of love are able to reanimate faith and rekindle love in hearts grown cold and ungrateful. 
 

But why His Heart? Because in every language, in every age, the heart is regarded as the natural sym-
bol of love and affection. What more natural and expressive symbol is there, then, of the excessive 
love of Jesus than His Sacred Heart? The direct and material object of devotion to the Sacred Heart is 
the real, physical Heart of Jesus - the Heart of flesh, the living and loving Heart of our Blessed Lord; 
the Heart that beat in His Divine breast at the moment of the Incarnation; the Heart that loved us 
during the life of Jesus on earth, that poured forth its blood to the last drop on Mount Calvary; the 
beatified Heart now glorious in Heaven and still dwelling among us in the Blessed Sacrament; the 
Heart ever united to the Person of the Divine Word, to whom is due supreme homage and adoration. 

 

We the Christians are the true Israel which springs from Christ, for we are carved out of His heart as from a rock. – St. Justin Martyr 
(d. 165) 
 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. – Matthew 11:29 
 

There is in the Sacred Heart the symbol and express image of the infinite love of Jesus Christ which moves us to love in return. – 
Pope Leo XIII 
 

Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is devotion to Jesus Christ Himself, but in the particular ways of meditating on His interior life 
and on His threefold love – His divine love, His burning love that fed His human will, and His sensible love that affects His interior 
life. Pope Pius XII of blessed memory writes on this topic in his 1956 encyclical, Haurietis Aquas (On Devotion To The Sacred Heart). 
Below are a few excerpts which help explain the devotion: 
 

54. ...the Heart of the Incarnate Word is deservedly and rightly considered the chief sign and symbol of that threefold love with 
which the divine Redeemer unceasingly loves His eternal Father and all mankind. 
 

55. It is a symbol of that divine love which He shares with the Father and the Holy Spirit but which He, the Word made flesh, alone 
manifests through a weak and perishable body, since “in Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” 
 

56. It is, besides, the symbol of that burning love which, infused into His soul, enriches the human will of Christ and enlightens and 
governs its acts by the most perfect knowledge derived both from the beatific vision and that which is directly infused. 
 

57. And finally – and this in a more natural and direct way – it is the symbol also of sensible love, since the body of Jesus Christ, 
formed by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary, possesses full powers of feelings and perception, in fact, more so than 
any other human body. 
 

58. Since, therefore, Sacred Scripture and the official teaching of the Catholic faith instruct us that all things find their complete 
harmony and order in the most holy soul of Jesus Christ and that He has manifestly directed His threefold love for the securing of 
our redemption, it unquestionably follows that we can contemplate and honor the Heart of the divine Redeemer as a symbolic 
image of His love and a witness of our redemption and, at the same time, as a sort of mystical ladder by which we mount to the 
embrace of “God our Savior.” 
 

59. Hence His words, actions, commands, miracles, and especially those works which manifest more clearly His love for us – such as 
the divine institution of the Eucharist, His most bitter sufferings and death, the loving gift of His holy Mother to us, the founding of 
the Church for us, and finally, the sending of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and upon us – all these, we say, ought to be looked 
upon as proofs of His threefold love. 
 

60. Likewise we ought to meditate most lovingly on the beating of His Sacred Heart by which He seemed, as it were, to measure 
the time of His sojourn on earth until that final moment when, as the Evangelists testify, “crying out with a loud voice ‘It is finished’ 
and bowing His Head, He yielded up the ghost.” Then it was that His heart ceased to beat and His sensible love was interrupted 
until the time when, triumphing over death, He rose from the tomb. 
 

61. But after His glorified body had been re-united to the soul of the divine Redeemer, conqueror of death, His most Sacred Heart 

never ceased, and never will cease, to beat with calm and imperturbable pulsations. Likewise, it will never cease to symbolize the 

threefold love with which He is bound to His heavenly Father and the entire human race, of which He has every claim to be the 

mystical Head. 

 



Parish Information 
Pastor:  Rev. Damien Wee 
       Email:  father.damien@stfrancisborgia.org 
        

Deacon:  Jeff Zurek 
       Email:  jzurek5@gmail.com 
 

Office Manager:  Kelly Petersen 
       Email:  office@stfrancisborgia.org 

Director of Religious Ed:  Sinead Chaffee 
       Email:  sinead.pre@outlook.com 

Sacramental Ministries:  Yeny Martinez 
       Email:  yeny.martinez@stfrancisborgia.org 

Maintenance Manager:  Scott Breitkreutz 
 

Youth Ministry:  Deacon Jeff & Darla Zurek 
       Email:  jzurek5@gmail.com 

Sunday School:  Shawna Adams 
 

Address:  2005 Davis Drive, Blair, NE  68008 

Phone:  402.426.3823     

Web:  www.stfrancisborgia.org 

Email:  office@stfrancisborgia.org 
 

Office Hours:  M-F  8:30 a.m.-Noon 
 

Sacramental Emergencies Only:  Please call 
the Parish Office and press “2” 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday at 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday at 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

Tuesday-Thursday at 8:00 a.m. 

Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

First Saturday at 9:00 a.m. 

Confessions: Thursdays 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
  (temporarily moved to the Education Building) 

A Eucharistic miracle when Bergoglio was an auxiliary bishop 
By Dr. Jeff Miru. Catholic Culture. (Excerpt) 

 

Many readers will doubtless already know about the 1996 miracle. … 
two aspects of it immediately caught my attention. The first is merely 
tangential, a matter of current interest: The future Pope Francis initiat-
ed the investigation. The second is more significant: According to the 
report I received, it has been scientifically established that the heart 
tissue from the Buenos Aires miracle belongs to the same person as the 
flesh and blood at Lanciano. 
 

Here, then, is what took place in the parish of Santa Maria y Caballito 
Almagro, in the commercial district of Buenos Aires: 
 

On August 18, 1996, Fr. Alejandro Pezet had just finished distributing 
Communion when a woman told him there was a discarded host in the 
back of the Church. Fr. Pezet recovered the host, placed it in a container 
of water, and placed the container in the tabernacle. On August 20th, 
he discovered that this host appeared bloody, so he informed the auxil-
iary bishop, Jorge Bergoglio. 
 

Bishop Bergoglio decided to have the host photographed. The photo-
graphs, taken on September 6th, show that the host had grown in size 
and had the appearance of a piece of bloody flesh. After three years, 
when there was no decomposition of this apparent flesh, Bishop Ber-
goglio decided to have it scientifically analyzed. The testing began in 
October of 1999. 
 

In 2005, Dr. Frederic Zugibe, a cardiologist and forensic pathologist, 
announced his findings: 
 

The analyzed material is a fragment of the heart muscle found in the 
wall of the left ventricle, close to the valves. This muscle is responsible 
for the contraction of the heart. The left cardiac ventricle pumps blood 
to all parts of the body. The heart muscle is in an inflamed state and 
contains a large number of white blood cells. This indicates that the 
heart was alive at the time the sample was taken. I affirm that the heart 
was alive, since white blood cells die outside a living organism; they 
require a living organismto sustain them. Thus, their presence indicates 
that the heart was alive when the sample was taken. What is more, 
these white blood cells had penetrated the tissue, which further indicat-
ed that the heart had been under severe stress, as if the owner had 
been beaten severely about the chest. 
 

The tests were witnessed, but Dr. Zugibe did not know the origin of the 
sample. After he submitted his findings, he was told that the sample 
was taken from tissue found in 1996. Zugibe responded: 
 

You have to explain one thing to me: If this sample came from a dead 
person, how could it be that while I was examining it, the cells of the 
sample were moving and pulsating? If the heart came from someone 
who died in 1996, how could it still be alive? 
 

It was only at this point that Zugibe learned that the sample came from 
a consecrated host. He exclaimed: “This will remain an inexplicable 
mystery to science—a mystery totally beyond her competence.” 
 

Note that similar statements have been made about the liquefied blood 
in the regularly recurring miracle at Lanciano. That blood has been clini-
cally determined to react in tests the same way as does the blood in 
living persons. An extensive study of the Lanciano material was released 
in 1976, after being confirmed by a scientific commission appointed by 
the World Health Organization. 
 

Since then, several experts have compared the lab reports relating to 
the samples from both Buenos Aires and Lanciano, and have deter-
mined that the two samples came from the same person. We also know 
that the blood type in both cases is the same as that of the blood which 
soaked into the Shroud of Turin. 

Monday, June 15 NO MASS 

Tuesday, June 16 
Clair Kneifl † 

 
8:00 a.m. Mass 

Wednesday, June 17 
Clair Kneifl † 

 
8:00 a.m. Mass 

Thursday, June 18 
Arlene Dostal † 

 
8:00 a.m. Mass 

Friday, June 19 
Vincent & Therese Wee 

 
7:00 a.m. Mass 

Saturday, June 20 
Bill Kult † 

 
5:00 p.m. Mass  

Sunday, June 21 

Parishioners of St. Francis Borgia 
Kelly Petersen 

 
8:00 a.m. Mass 

10:00 a.m. Mass 

 Livestreaming on Facebook at facebook.com/stfrancisborgiablair/ 


